Open Letter to the FIDE President K. Iljumzhinov 

and Presidents of the National Chess Federations 

Dear Mister Iljumzhinov!

Dear Sirs!

This letter is an outcome of the last session of the Executive Committee of the Ukrainian Chess Federation, whose members have thus decided to express their non-acceptance of some FIDE functionaries’ actions. Not even the failure of FIDE to organize united world championship is in question here – it is a widely discussed matter (only a lazy one does not speak about it now) . We consider it necessary to bring everyone’s attention to the facts of the FIDE’s Statute and Olympic Charter neglect and, in particular to the forthcoming:

During the 74th FIDE Congress on October 2003, at one of the Executive Board sessions a great discussion arose because of the proposal to implement payments at the rate of USD 25 per day for each participant during the Olympiads while the only explanation given by the initiators was the tight financial situation of FIDE – as if most national federations roll in money! I remember very well that this proposal was approved only because the chairman had emphasized that this decision was an intermediate one and it had to have been approved by the General Assembly in the next year. However, there was no such question in the General Assembly-2004 agenda at all. And being asked about it, Mr. Sand replied that Congress decision was final (Minutes of the session, page 28). We consider that in this case, FIDE Vice-President and Member of the Triumvirate Mr. Sand had flagrantly violated several regulations of the FIDE Statute by affirming that the above decision was in the competence of the Executive Board. First of all, provision 1.4 of the Statute states: “The General Assembly decides on the regulations for all FIDE competitions”; secondly, provision 4.1 defines: “All decisions taken by the Executive Board shall be reviewed by the following General Assembly”. 

We are also disturbed by the “Bacchanalia” taking place in FIDE, we beg your pardon for the figurative expression, but it conveys the situation with the transfers of sportsmen from federation to federation. And here is a clear proof how one does not what he says he does.  Let us recollect how much was said about the aspiration to a recognition of Chess as an Olympic sport and hence the necessity to carry out IOC requirements. Let us also recollect time and effort spent on the quite questionable for Chess sport issue of doping-control. And why, up to the present, the procedure of change of federation transfer was not approved according to the Olympic Charter? After all, it does not require even one cent! Moreover, on the eve of the last Olympiad, the FIDE President himself cancelled although imperfect but still adopted by the Congress transfer rules. It speaks for itself that the only condition for sportsman admission to the Olympiad is the payment of “indulgence” in FIDE favor. Nobody cares about the interests of the federations, which had brought up the sportsmen. We doubt there is at least one more sport where such neglect of the national federation is possible.

All of the above and as well some other examples of FIDE actions disturb Ukrainian Chess Federation a lot; therefore we consider it necessary to include in the agenda of the coming 76th Congress the point: “On the facts of FIDE Statute and Olympic Charter violation by FIDE officials and measures of prevention of them in the future”.

We would like to remind also about the squall of criticism on our Federation, which took FIDE’ side in the conflict on the match Kasparov-Ponomariov. At that time we considered FIDE’ actions to be logic and correct. Unfortunately, nothing like this can be said about the above cases, which undermine FIDE authority in such a chess country as Ukraine.

Best regards

Viktor Petrov,

President of the Ukrainian Chess Federation
